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Coordinator on combating antisemitism
and fostering Jewish life

Katharina von Schnurbein was appointed the first European Commission Coordinator on
combating antisemitism and fostering Jewish life in December 2015. Her mandate includes
liaising closely with Jewish communities, Member States, EU institutions and international
organisations as well as propose and implement policy to address antisemitism, foster
Jewish life and ensure Holocaust remembrance.

Prior, she worked for five years as part of the advisory team to European Commission
President José Manuel Barroso, responsible for the Dialogue with churches, religions and
non-confessional organisations as well as civil society organisations and think tanks in
Germany. Katharina started working for the Commission in 2002, serving as press officer for
the EU Delegation in Prague. With enlargement in 2004, she moved to Brussels as
spokesperson on Employment, social affairs and equal opportunities for the Czech EU
Commissioner Vladimir Spidla.

Her educational background includes undergraduate studies of Political Science and
Slavonic Studies at Charles University in Prague and the University of Bonn, a Master of
Slavonic Studies from Oxford University (1997) and a Master of European Studies from the
Center for European Integration Studies in Bonn (1999). She spent the academic year
2017/18 as EU-Fellow at the European University Institute in Florence researching on
measures to combat antisemitism across Europe.

Katharina received the B’'nai B'rith Europe’s Human Rights Prize in 2018, the Marietta and
Friedrich Torberg Medal of the Jewish Community of Vienna in 2021, the Rabbi Moshe Rosen
Prize of the Conference of European Rabbis in 2022, the ELNET Shofar Voice of Conscience
Award of the European Leadership Network in 2023, and the AJC David Harris Award by the
American Jewish Committee in 2023.

Katharina is married and has four children. She speaks German, English, French, Dutch and
Czech.



